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1. JUMPING THE GUN ON IIS SEVEN-DAY ULTIMATUM (WHICH 

DID NOT EXPIRE UNTIL NEXT WEEK), THE OILFIELD WORKERS 

TRADE UNION (OWTU) NOTIFIED TEXACO TRINIDAD ON FEBRUARY 

20 THAT THE UNION WAS RAISING ITS WAGE INCREASE DEMAND FROM 80 

PERCENT TO 147 PERCENT. IN A LETTER TO THE COMPANY, OWTU 

LEADER GEORGE WEEKES CITED THE HIGH LEVEL OF PROFITS EARNED 

BY TEXACO LAST YEAR, THE LARGE PAY RAISES WHICH THE 

COMPANY'S EXECUTIVES HAD GIVEN THEMSELVES, AND THE FAILURE 

OF THE GOTT TO LEVY THE NECESSARY TAXES AGAINST TEXACO 

AS JUSTIFICATION FOR THE UNION'S NEW DEMAND. AT THE SAME TIME 

OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOR WERE REPORTED TO HAVE BEGUN 

PREPARING DOCUMENTATION TO DECLARE THE DISPUTE "UNRESOLVED" UNDER 
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2. AT THE TEXACO REFINERY AT POINTE-A-PIERRE THE WORK 

FORCE IS BACK TO NORMAL LEVELS BUT MANY PARTS OF THE REFINERY 
HAVE NOT RESUMED PRODUCTION FOLLOWING THE NEAR-COMPLETE SHUT- 
DOWN ON FEBRUARY 18. THE RESUMPTION OF OPERATIONS IS BEING 
HAMPERED BY THE CONTINUING GO-SLOW BY THE WORKERS AND BY 
COMPLETELY FULL PRODUCT STORAGE TANKS. ACCORDING TO 
NEWSPAPER REPORTS, FOURTEEN TANKERS ARE WAITING OFFSHORE 
TO EITHER UNLOAD CRUDE OR LOAD PRODUCT BUT ARE NOT BEING ALLOWED 
TO DOCK BECAUSE OF THE GO-SLOW. DISRUPTIONS IN DELIVERIES TO 
TANK WAGONS AT THE TEXACO BOND HAVE CAUSED SHORTAGES AT 
TEXACO FILLING STATIONS IN PORT OF SPAIN AND AT PIARCO 
AIRPORT. 

3. COMMENT: UNDER THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT, THE MINISTER 
OF LABOR HAS UNTIL FEBRUARY 28 (14 DAYS AFTER HE INTERVENED IN 
THE NEGOTIATIONS) TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION OR TO DECLARE IT 
"UNRESOLVED." IF ACTUALLY ISSUED, THE DECLARATION GIVES THE 
PARTIES THE LEGAL RIGHT TO DECLARE A STRIKE OR LOCK-OUT, 

BUT ONLY WITHIN THE FOLLOWING SEVEN DAYS. THEY MAY ALSO, BY 
MUTUAL CONSENT, REFER THE MATTER TO THE INDUSTRIAL COURT. 

WE BELIEVE IT UNLIKELY THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL PRECIPITATE 
A CRISIS BEFORE PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS RETURNS FROM THE U.S.. 

IT APPEARS MORE AND MORELIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT FORCEFUL 
ACTION BY THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE REQUIRED TO BRING ABOUT A 
RESOLUTION. 
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